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Report:  

IQAC, in association with the Post Graduate Department of Geography and the Department of 

Geoinformatics, organised a One day National Conference on ‘Environment and Human 

Health: Challenges and Opportunities’ sponsored by the National Society of Friends of Trees, 

Rotary Club of Mumbai Downtown Sealand and Society for Clean Environment. The aim of 

the conference was to shed light on the critical intersection between environmental issues and 

human health - a topic of growing importance in today's world. The conference brought 

together experts, researchers and enthusiasts in the fields of geography, geoinformatics and 

environmental science, creating a platform for dynamic discussions and thought-provoking 

presentations.  

The inaugural session of the conference saw the presence of dignitaries such as Director of 

MKES Group of Institutions Dr. Mrs. Ancy Jose, Principal Prof. Dr. Moushumi Datta, Vice 

Principal and IQAC Coordinator Prof. Dr. Mona Mehta and representatives from the sponsors. 

The distinguished guest of honour was Prof. Dr. AD Sawant, Former Joint Director, Higher 

Education, Mumbai region, Former Pro Vice-Chancellor of Mumbai University, Former Vice 

Chancellor of University of Rajasthan, and currently President, Friends of Trees and Rotary 

Club of Mumbai Downtown Sealand. Prof. Sawant, in his inaugural address, emphasized the 

importance of environmental awareness, waste management and the collective responsibility 

to safeguard our planet for future generations. An important milestone during the inauguration 

session was the release of the ISBN book featuring 21 research papers.  
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The inaugural session was followed by two technical sessions. The resource person for the first 

technical session was Prof. Dr. Aparna Saraf, HoD- Dept. of Botany, Institute of Science, Dr. 

Homi Bhabha State University and for the second technical session was Dr. RG Bankar, noted 

scientist and Consultant of New Agri Business at Excel Industries Ltd. Later, the participants 

gathered for paper presentations which were held on two separate tracks simultaneously. The 

paper presenters put their best foot forward and showcased their research work on various 

contemporary topics such as environmental justice in India, climate change trends, the 

mangrove forest cover in Mumbai, ideas for harnessing Mumbai’s Waterfront, etc. The session 

chairs for the paper presentations were Professor Dr Chandani Bhattacharjee, Head of 

Department Environmental Studies, H.R College of Commerce and Economics and Professor 

Dr. Kavita Kalkoti, Head, Department of Commerce, Nagindas Khandwala College. At the 

valedictory function, Ms. Elizabeth Leah George, Dr. Sujayita Bhattacharjee and Ms. Tribeni 

Sonowal were awarded prizes for best research paper.  
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